
Symbols of Revelation 17 Decoded
A Quick-Reference Chart — Revelation Chapter 17

Symbol What It Represents

The woman
“Mystery, Babylon the Great” — a great global city that will rule
over the kings of the earth.

The scarlet beast The Antichrist’s global kingdom, full of names of blasphemy.

The seven heads / seven
mountains

Often connected to the seven hills of Rome, or understood as
seven kings or world powers.

The ten horns
Ten kings who receive power alongside the beast for a short
time before turning it over to him.

The many waters
Peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages — showing the
woman’s influence is global.

The golden cup
The impurity and corruption of the woman’s fornication, offered
to intoxicate the nations.

Purple/scarlet clothing, gold, and
jewels

Wealth and outward splendor used to attract worship and
allegiance.

“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” — Revelation 17:5 (KJV)
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