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In the Bible, the number 11 represents disorder, chaos, and confusion — appearing from Genesis 11 (the Tower

of Babel) to the 11 remaining apostles after Judas's betrayal. Below is a quick-reference list of where the number 11

appears throughout Scripture and what it signifies in each context.

Reference Where in Scripture What It Signifies

Genesis 4:8; Jude 1:11 Cain murders Abel — “the way of Cain” Chaos (the Bible's first act of
violence)

Genesis 6:11 The earth “corrupt” and “filled with violence” before
the Flood

Chaos & moral disorder

Genesis 11:1–9 Tower of Babel — languages confused Confusion (“Babel” means
confusion)

Genesis 36:40–43 Esau's 11 dukes (chiefs) of Edom Incomplete blessing, contrasted
with Jacob's 12 sons

Genesis 37 Joseph's dream — his 11 brothers bow to him Confusion (fulfilled unknowingly)

Exodus 26:7–8;
36:14–15

The tabernacle's 11 goats'-hair curtains Order within a structure pointing to
Christ

Deuteronomy 1:1–3 11 days' journey from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea Foreshadows 40 years of
wandering (unbelief)

Numbers 11 Israel complains; 70 elders share Moses' burden Chaos & frustration met by God's
grace

Judges 16:5 Delilah paid 1,100 pieces of silver to betray Samson Betrayal for reward

2 Kings 23:36 Jehoiakim reigns 11 years, does evil Chaos in Judah's decline

2 Kings 24:18 Zedekiah reigns 11 years, Judah's last king Fall of Jerusalem

Matthew 20:9 Parable of the eleventh-hour worker Grace overturning expected order

1 Timothy 6:10 “The love of money is the root of all evil” — 11
words, 11 letters

Numerical curiosity tied to disorder

Acts 1:26 The remaining apostles called “the eleven” A broken circle awaiting restoration
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